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Teaching Minds and Hearts  
FMCôs College and Secondary School Immersion Program 

     Each year the Father McKenna 

Center welcomes nearly 150 college 

and secondary school students to live, 

work and reflect here at the Center.  

     It is a part of our core mission to 

help form the hearts and minds of 

young women and men - the future 

leaders of America. By introducing 

them to the human side of homeless-

ness we are able to offer them a new 

perspective on those who struggle 

with homelessness. As one young 

man from Gonzaga said, ñI learned to 

think very differently about the men I 

see almost every day. In many ways 

they are me, and I am changed by that 

realization.ò 

     Mary Lohitai, a student at Gannon 

University reflected, ñLiving and 

working here allows us to meet the 

human side of the homeless, a demo-

graphic that is often demonized.ò  

     The students serve alongside our 

staff, helping with meals, clothing day 

and other tasks at the Center. But the 

real impact comes when they have 

time to sit down and converse with the 

men - there the students encounter the 

face of Christ and can never be the 

same for having experienced it. 

     Cody Feikles, another Gannon stu-

dent who came to the Father McKenna 

Center after his freshman and senior 

years said, ñ[being] a loving presence 

to these men has impacted my soul. I 

pray that it has impacted them, too!ò 

 

Annual Cafritz Foundation Challenge Grant 
     As in recent years the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation has award-

ed the Father McKenna Center a $30,000 grant. One-third of the grant (or 

$10,000) is a challenge grant - that is they challenge our donors to support the 

Center during the months of June and July, and if we can raise $10,000 the 

Cafritz Foundation will release the money to the Center. 

     So, each gift returned to the Center in June and July (up to $10,000) will, 

for all intents and purposes, be doubled! 

     Please help us reach that goal by returning a gift today! Thank you! 

Gannon students assist our Kitchen Manager, 

Aubrey Holmes, prepare breakfast. 

http://www.fathermckennacenter.org


Father McKenna Center Wish List 

The Father McKenna Center relies on the generous 

support of the community to provide our services to 

the homeless and very low income families who seek 

our assistance. Below is a partial list of items you can 

donate to assist us. For more information, please visit 

our website: www.fathermckennacenter.org  

     The Summer Service Learning Pro-

gram is a signature program of the Center 

for Social Concerns at the University of 

Notre Dame.  

     For the past three summers the Father 

McKenna Center has been a placement 

for a student. Each of the students who 

joined us has made a mark on the Center.  

     Genevieve Crum (ND ó15) was our 

first SSLP student and she jumped in and 

worked at helping us build a database of 

other service providers in the DC area. 

     In 2015 Meghan Cain (ND ô18) brought her bubbly 

attitude to the Food Pantry and made so many of our pa-

trons feel loved and cared for. 

     Colin McCarthy (ND ó19) made his mark in the Com-

puter Lab and helped stabilize a program that had not 

been as effective as it might have been. 

     This summer we have two ñGolden Domersò who 

have chosen to assist us in our ministry to the poor and 

homeless of the neighborhoods surrounding the US Capi-

tol. MacKenzie Thurman (ND ó19) is from northern Cali-

fornia and is a Political Science and Peace Studies major 

at Notre Dame. Tommy Clare (ND ô20) is a 2016 gradu-

ate of Gonzaga who has chosen 

to continue his giving to the Fa-

ther McKenna Center this sum-

mer. MacKenzie and Tommy are 

working with our full-time vol-

unteers (Sam and Aliðsee page 

4) to work on various programs 

within the Center, especially the 

Food Pantry, Computer Lab and 

the Clothing Closet (see page 3). 

     We asked each of them ñwhat 

do you want out of this experience?ò  

     MacKenzie replied, ñI hope to engage with a variety 

of people, and in those personal relationships learn em-

pathy and true care for the marginalized in our communi-

ty. I also hope to learn a lot about how a direct service 

organization functions and how it responds to the needs 

of those it serves.ò  

     Tommy responded, ñOne of my life goals is to com-

bine computer science with social justice. My expecta-

tion is that this summer I will encounter people in need 

and I will learn through service more about how we are 

called to respond to their needs. Then my challenge will 

be to bring my computer science knowledge and skills to 

bear on this.ò 

Food Items 

Canned Soups  

Canned Baked Beans 

Cereal         Rice          Pasta 

Canned Tuna and Chicken 

Maple Syrup (in 16 oz size or    

     smaller) 

Peanut Butter / Jelly  

    (in plastic containers) 

 

To make a donation, please 

call FMC (202-842-1112) to 

alert us that you are coming. 

We will assist you to bring 

your contribution into the 

Center. 

Clothing 

Our need is for menôs casual 

clothing. 

With warmer weather upon 

us, we need: 

¶Casual slacks & jeans  

¶Polo shirts / shorts 

¶Light jackets 

¶Underwear (new, please) 

¶Socks (particularly white) 

¶Shoes ¸ Shirts 

If you have suits and sports 

coats to donate, please call 

Strive DC at 202-484-1264 

A Partnership with Notre Dame Students 

Help Us Provide Farm Fresh Produce  

to our Food Pantry Patrons 
    This summer FMC will need to 

purchase $12,000 in farm fresh pro-

duce to continue a grant from the 

past. You can make a gift at 

www.fathermckennacenter.org. Just 

enter ñFresh Produceò in the Type of 

Tribute field of the donation page. Thank you! 

1st Annual FMC 5K Walk 

Saturday, Sept 30    8:00 am 

@ Gonzaga College High School 

 

Entry Fee: $30.00 

Includes a T-Shirt and Breakfast 

Please join us on Sept. 30! 

http://www.fathermckennacenter.org

